
 
 

Southeastern Legal Foundation Applauds President Trump for Executive Order 
Pushing for Revisions on Unlawfully Restrictive Boating Regulations 
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[September 18, 2026] Today, the Southeastern Legal Foundation (SLF), a national 
nonprofit of top attorneys that regularly defend constitutional rights, applauded President 
Trump’s Executive Order, “Restoring American Saltwater Angling and Recreation.” The 
Order pushes for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to 
move quickly on multiple revisions including the Obama-era vessel speed rule.  
 
SLF previously filed a petition and a public comment on behalf of multiple boat captains 
and owners to NOAA to revise the highly restrictive and unlawful regulation. The vessel 
speed rule was enforced in the name of protecting endangered whales but proved to be 
highly restrictive, forcing boaters to travel under the speed of a golf cart, with violations 
of the rule being potential jail time and $20,000 fines.  
 
SLF President Kim Hermann said, “We are extremely grateful to President Trump for 
this Executive Order that will help to finally get rid of this burdensome boating rule. 
Make no mistake, while the rule may have been created with the intention of saving 
whales, all it did was help to cripple the boating industry and most shamefully put the 
livelihood of fishermen and boaters at risk. The fact of the matter is that traveling at the 
speed of a golf cart does not save whales, it is just a gross overreach from NOAA that 
puts high stress and pressure on boaters. It’s time to get rid of this rule once and for all 
and to do as President Trump recently stated, ‘enjoy the open ocean’.”  
 

Southeastern Legal Foundation is a national, nonprofit legal organization dedicated to 
defending liberty and Rebuilding the American Republic®. Since 1976, SLF has been going to 
court for the American people when the government overreaches and violates your 
constitutional rights. 
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